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Dear CMPD Chaplains: 
 
 
On behalf of the men and women of the Charlotte-Mecklenburg Police Department, I would like to 
extend our sincere gratitude for your outstanding service, not only to this Department, but also to 
our entire community. Over the years, you have been a great source of relief and support for our 
employees and I would like to say thank you for your service and dedication.  
 
As valued members of this Department, I’m sure you can understand my disappointment when I 
received letters of resignation from some members of the Chaplaincy program -- some who have 
served CMPD for many years and were instrumental in its inception. While I understand that 
personal beliefs do not always align with business practices, I have always believed that we can 
respect our differences and beliefs in order to work together in our common goal of bettering this 
organization and the community we serve. This is especially important in acknowledging our 
greater role as a local government agency that adheres to the constitutional principle of “the 
separation of church and state.”  
 
As we look around our Department, and even within our Chaplaincy program, we see people of 
many different backgrounds, beliefs and opinions. I respect the decisions and convictions of  those 
who have decided to resign, as I would never ask anyone to compromise their beliefs. But I do 
hope that those of us who remain, continue our dedication to this Department and continue to 
embrace our goal of being an inclusive organization that respects the differences of all of our 
employees.  
 
As an organization we know that we have been fortunate to have a strong and active Chaplaincy 
program and I want to emphasize the important role each of you have played in this Department. 
Please know that we continue to value the support and ministerial guidance you have provided, 
and continue to provide, all employees, regardless of perceived differences in beliefs. We are 
grateful for your service and I look forward to working with you as we continue to serve. 
 
 
Respectfully, 
 
 
Rodney Monroe 
Chief of Police   


